
 

A French research vessel will sail around the world in 3 years, in order to study the impacts of climate 
change on the world oceans. Specifically, the TARA expedition aims to study for the first time on a global 
scale, the effects of climate change on marine microorganisms, such as plankton, from which originated all 
living organisms on our planet. Marine organisms make up approximately 90% of the total ocean biomass, 
absorb the majority of the atmospheric carbon dioxide, and produce half of our planet’s oxygen.  
 
Modern techniques and methods will be also used to evaluate the biodiversity and activity in the planktonic 
samples, which will be collected in different types of ecosystems in the oceans. The adaptation of the 
plankton to a rapidly changing earth system will also be assessed. All the data generated throughout the 
ΤΑRΑ project will form an open-source multidimensional bio-oceanographic database that will allow 
generating predictive models of the spatio-temporal evolution of plankton ecosystems. The results of this 
project will have outstanding implications for our understanding of early life evolution, global 
biogeochemical cycles and spatio-temporal evolution of the earth climate. 
 
The ΤΑRΑ project will involve approximately 100 scientists, who will participate in the activities on board 
the vessel, as well as in activities in collaborating research centres that will undertake the task of data 
analyses of the samples collected during the mission. Researchers have yet to fully understand the reactions 
of marine microorganisms to the warming of the world oceans due to climate change. Some organisms may 
possibly benefit from the increased temperatures in the oceans and may increase their population size, while 
other organisms may disappear.  
 
The ΤΑRΑ mission will cover a total of about 81.000 nautical miles, in all the oceans (Atlantic, Pacific, 
Indian) making stops in ports of approximately 50 countries, including Cyprus.  
 
The research vessel of the TARA Oceans expedition started its journey on September 5, 2009 from the port 
of Lorient in France. During the first leg of the mission, the vessel will cross the Mediterranean Sea and the 
Indian Ocean. The TARA vessel is expected to make a stop in Piraeus on the 26-28 November, and then in 
Limassol on December 8. In Cyprus, the TARA Oceans mission will be hosted by the Oceanography Centre 
at the University of Cyprus, which is one of the collaborating research centres of the TARA. The 
Oceanography Centre will organize a press release, cocktail and a presentation for the ΤΑRA mission.  
 
More information regarding the TARA can be found on the website: http://oceans.taraexpeditions.org/ 
For information regarding the hospitality of TARA in Cyprus, contact the Oceanography Centre, University 
of Cyprus (Dr George Zodiatis, 22892577, 79, gzodiac@ucy.ac.cy, or Dr Yianna Samuel-Rhoads, 
22892580, rhoads.yianna@ucy.ac.cy).  
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Pathway of the TARA OCEANS 
expedition a) around the world during 

the period 2009-2012 and b) in the 
Mediterranean Sea during 2009. 

 


